I am writing to urge you to help protect the UK’s coach travel industry of which my business is part. ADD DETAILS OF BUSINESS – NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES, FAMILY OWNERSHIP ETC. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has plunged the coach travel industry into a fight for its future.  While myself and other operators are doing everything they can to stay afloat and business is slowly returning, bookings are not expected to return to pre pandemic levels until summer 2021. 

I have made use of the welcome furlough scheme but have otherwise found it difficult to access the more general support packages available. As the furlough scheme winds down I will be faced with no choice but to undertake significant redundancies to try to stay afloat. My trade body the Confederation of Passenger Transport has calculated that 27,000 jobs and 4 out of 10 coach operators could be lost from the industry by April 2021. IT IS WORTH PERSONALISING THIS SECTION TO ADD IN DETAILS ABOUT YOUR OWN BUSINESS HERE – WHAT DO YOU THINK THE OUTCOME WILL BE FOR YOUR BUSINESS OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. 

My business is fundamentally healthy but has been critically impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic (ADD DETAILS). To help secure the long term future of my business and the wider industry I need short term support to ensure I can survive the winter. Government can do this by: 

· Extending finance holidays by 12 months to ensure that no coaches are repossessed during the winter. This would be made possible by Government guaranteeing 80% of the value of loan finance to lenders and paying any interest and fees for 12 months. 
· Ensuring the coach travel sector is treated as part of the leisure sector and is able to access any support available to leisure businesses.  

· A moratorium on the loss of family homes as a result of the failure of coach businesses. 
I would be grateful if you would consider raising these issues in Parliament with ministers at a forthcoming departmental question time or via an adjournment debate. I would also be happy to host you at my business to discuss in more detail. 
