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Rachel Maclean MP 
Department for Transport 
Great Minster House 
33 Horseferry Road 
London, SW1P 4DR 
 

18 December 2020 
 

Dear Minister,  
 
Thank you for responding to the debate last week on the future of the coach industry. The 
number of MPs wanting to speak clearly demonstrated the strength of feeling about the lack 
of support to date for our sector.  
 
We were pleased to hear you recognise the vital role we play in moving people from A to B 
helping local economies prosper across the country. Millions of visits are made each year by 
coach to attractions and places across the UK and this demand has not gone away but has 
been suppressed by the pandemic. In addition, our role in providing home to school and 
emergency transport, when something goes wrong with the railways or planes, often goes 
unnoticed and undervalued.  
 
The industry is fundamentally healthy and profitable and will have a key role to play in 
securing a green recovery, but has been critically impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic as 
passengers numbers have collapsed. To help secure the long term future of the coach 
sector and protect jobs across the wider tourism sector we need short term support to 
ensure we survive the winter.  
 
While measures such as the furlough scheme have helped minimise job losses to date, this 
will not be the case should businesses fail and so far support elsewhere has been limited 
and patchy. The vast majority of the additional funding for home to school transport, which 
while perhaps intended to aid the coach sector, is not reaching coach operators. Meanwhile, 
the failure to confirm that coach operators should be considered part of the tourism and 
leisure sector has meant that some of us have received support from our local authorities 
while others have not.  
 
What we need is well known to government. Help facilitating the extension of finance 
holidays and automatically including coach as a sector eligible for payments made to the 
leisure and tourism businesses. We also need to see the topping up of home to school 
payments to reflect the true cost of running those services during the pandemic and an aid to 
trade scheme to help us get back up and running once restrictions allow.   
 



In reflecting on the debate we would ask you to join our call in making the case for providing 
support to a sector that should it fail will impact on both the country’s economic and social 
recovery and the delivery of important environmental goals.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Baljinder Dosanjh 
ASD Coaches 

Adrian Millett 
2AM Travel York 

Carl Stott 
E Stott & Sons 

 
Peter Bibby 
Bibbys of Ingleton  

 
Paul Hodges 
P&S Travel 

 
Kerry Bennett 
Swan Street Coaches 

 
David Council 
Roadmark Travel Ltd 

 
Anthony Ford 
Fords Coaches 

 
Luke Barnes 
Barnes Coaches 

 
Derek Nicholls 
Croydon Coaches 

 
John Williams 
Williams Coaches 

 
Andrew Cousins 
Kings Coaches 

 
Joe Hunt 
F Hunt Coach Hire 

 
Karen Patterson 
Travelsure Coaches 

 
Geoff Roberts 
R Roberts Tours 

 
Martyn Simonds 
Simonds of Botesdale 

 
Sion Stokes 
Arvonia Coaches 

 
Louisa Morgan 
Homeward Bound 

 
Nick Hammond 
Hammonds Coaches 

 
Tim Southby 
Heathside Travel 

 
Margaret I’Anson 
Chandlers Coach Travel 

 
Gary Rutherford 
Earnside Coaches 

 
Gareth Wells 
Coachpoint 

 
Andrew Halliday 
Safeguard Coaches 

 
Thomas Temporal  
Temporal Travel 

 
Amy Churchyard 
Belle Coaches 
 

 
John Woods 
Woods Coaches 

 
Ken Hartshorne 
Dalesman Coaches 

 
Ian Titterington 
Titterington Coaches 

 
Peter Harris 
Ratho Coaches  

 
Gayle McEwan 
D & E Coaches 

 
Gary Dawson 
GPD Travel 

 
Michael Jenkins 
Coach Hire Edinburgh 

 
Roger Mott 
Motts Travel 

 
Ian Williams 
Cresta Coaches 

 
Andrew Church 
Peter Godward Coaches 

 
Lucinda Jane Thornes 
Thornes Independent 

 
Paul Hockley 
Redwing Coaches 

 
Donald MacNeil 
MacNeil Coaches 

 
Lee Jamieson 
RG Jamieson & Son 

 
Gordon Donaldson 
St Andrews Executive Travel 

 
Danny Henshaw 
Henshaw’s Executive Travel 

 
Eugene Marrion 
Regency Transport Solutions 

 
James Gutherson 
JWG Coaches 

 
Ricky Morton 
Elizabeth Yule Transport 

 
Jenna Rush 
North East Coach Travel 

 
David Ashdown 
Reg’s Coaches 

 
Stephen Griffiths 
South Mimms Travel 

   



John Durrant 
Regency Coaches 

Mohammed Anwar 
Chiltern Coach Hire 

Carl Bruce 
C A B Travel 

 
Michael Clarke 
Mikes Minibus 

 
Robert Easton 
AW Eastons Coaches 

 
Jonathan Ede 
Roselyn Coaches 

 
Andrew Nash 
Nycer Coach Breaks 

 
David Graham 
Rainham Coach 

 
Wedny Nash 
Kevendys Travel 

 
Mark Jamieson 
Ridlers Ltd 

 
James Mackie 
Mackie’s Coaches 

 
Roland Eglinton 
Chalkwell Coach Hire 

 
Eryl Bryn 
Caelloi Motors 

 
Jim Quinn 
J & K Coaches 

 
Paul Gregory 
Hills Coaches Ltd 

 
Andy Darvill 
DC Travel 

 
Clair Owen 
Clair’s of Derbyshire 

 
Snake Ambrose 
Bridgnorth Bus & Coach 
Company 

 
Antony Burkill 
LJ Edwards Coach Hire 

 
Aimee Haynes 
Banstead Coaches 

 
Alan Bullock 
Bullocks Coaches 

 
Julie Loynes 
Jewels Tours 

 
Nick Young 
A and A Travel 

 
Greg White 
Whites St Albans 

 
Mark Maile 
Navigator Coaches 

 
Dave York 
P&D York Travel 

 
Terry Bushell 
Terry Bushell Travel 

 
M Hills 
Barry’s Coaches 

 
James Dodds 
Dodds of Troon 

 
JLP Hubbard 
South Dorset Coaches 

 
R Hodgson 
Kardan Travel 

 
Laura Thomas 
Upton Coaches 

 
Jennifer Peacock 
Croft Coach Travel 

 
Bill Holder 
Coastal Coaches of Warton 

 
Kevin Green 
Three Star Coaches 

 
Tracy Curtis 
Woolfold Travel 

 
James Wise 
Wise Coaches 

 
Adam Bradshaw 
Beeline VIP Coaches 

 
Endaf Jones 
Jones Motors 

 
George Devine 
Moffat & Williamson 

 
Stuart Tilly 
Amble Coaches 

 
Lee Johnson 
Johnson Bros Tours 

 
Shirley Martin 
Cymru Coaches 

 
Morag Milligan 
Milligans Coach Travel 

 
Paul Shaw  
Country Lion Ltd 

 
Selwyn Jones 
Selwyns Travel 

 
Carol Simmonds 
Candy Executive Coaches 

 
Imran Dabhad 
Star Coaches of Batley 

 
Shabbir Ganiwalla 
Gazelle Coach Services 

 
Rob Tappin 
Reading & Wokingham 
Coaches 

 
David Williams 
DNH Travel Ltd 

 
Roger Middleton 
Middletons Tours 

 
Stephen Offord 
Stephen Offord Coaches 

 
Graham Slack 
Slacks Travel 



 
Andrew Scotton 
AC Williams Coaches 

 
Robert Pressley 
Angela Coaches 

 
Marcia Jackson 
Jacksons Mini Coaches 

 
Colin Jones 
Mainline Coaches 

 
William Cook 
Cooks Coaches 

 
Paul Acklam 
Acklams Coaches 

 
Mark Harrod 
D & H Harrod Coaches 

 
Jill Swift 
Bradshaws Travel 

 
Judy Rawlings 
John Martin Coaches 

 
Martyn Hoare 
Bluebird Coaches 

 
Paul Bull 
Alfa Travel 

 
Cheryl Godfrey 
Hollywood Travel 

 
Mark Whiting 
Whincop Coaches 

 
Alan Bonson 
JAK Travel 

 
Val Sheppard-Evans 
Longmymd Travel 

 
Graham Bethell 
South Staffs Coach Hire 

 
Michael Lambert 
Roberts Travel Group 

 
Shiel Buses 

 
Tony Hazell 
Carmel Coaches 

 
Mark Carver 
Carvers Coaches 

 
Jackie Brazier 
Jay and Kay Coach Tours 

 
Robert Black 
Black’s of Brechin 

 
Wendy Badcock 
Spikes Transport Services 

 
Roy Badcock 
CL Travel 

 
Craig Russell 
Caradoc Coaches 

 
Graeme McCormick 
GMK Travel 

 
P Smith 
P C Coaches of Lincoln 

 
Gary Brooks 
APT Coaches 

 
Darren Kidd 
RedRoutemaster  

 
Rosina Hough 
Houghs of Lincolnshire 
Coaches 

 
Ian Powell 
Nash Coaches 

 
Kevin Radley 
Radley & Applebys Holidays  

 
Sergio Alves 
Bella Road Services 

 
Kevin Mayne 
Maynes Coaches 

 
Kieran Cahill 
Harrow Minibus & Coach 
Hire 

 
Steve Spiller 
Centurion Travel 

 
Simon Hayes 
Forest Coaches 

 
Daniel Street 
Streets Coachways 

 
Richard Grey 
Greys of Ely 

 
Stephen Ward 
Sounds Travel 

 
Tina Shaw-Morton 
Woods Travel 

 
Geoff Williams 
Williams of Bala 

 
Simon Kirby 
Kirbys Coaches 

 
Terry McIntyre 
Golden Boy Coaches 

 
Lynne Chivers 
Chivers Coaches 

 
Andrew Scott 
Stanley Travel 

 
Matt Clayson 
Arena Travel & Readybus 

 
Greg Powell 
Cozy Travel 

 
 
Adrian Carter 
JG Coaches 

 
 
Adam Barham 
Panther Travel 

 
 
Glenn Ryder 
Glenn Ryder Coaches 

   



Tracey Gillett 
Stafford Coaches 

Richard Bamber 
Anthony’s Travel 

John Welsh 
Welsh’s Coaches 

 
Don McIntosh 
Tallyho! Coaches 

 
Vincent Duff 
First Choice Minibus 
Services 

 
Lesley Cook-Leyden 
Flagfinders 

 
Joshua Ball 
Eagle Coaches 

 
Graham Klarner 
Klarners Coaches 

 
Andy Phillips 
Greenline Coach Holidays 

 
Chloe Bailey 
Galloway European 
Coachlines 

 
Max McCarthy 
Roy McCarthy Coach 

 
Cindy Ashman 
Carters Travel 

 
Kathryn Pulham 
Pulham & Sons  

 
Tom Hawthorne 
RDH Coaches 

 
Duncan Aspinall 
Holmeswood Coaches 

 
Mark Bostock 
Bostock’s Coaches 

 
Colin Aspinall 
Walker’s Coaches 

 
Mark Aspinall 
Flannagan’s Coaches 

 
Michael Forshaw 
Aspden’s Coaches 

 
David Campbell 
Whytes Coaches 

 
Martin Charlton 
Charlton Minicoaches 

 
Richard Barnett 
Barnett’s Coaches 

 
Christopher Cooper 
Chris Cooper Travel 

 
Mark Hodgson 
Coatham Coaches 

 
Jane Duffelen 
Shaws of Maxey 

 
Lorraine Reade 
Lamberts Coaches 

 
David Adams 
Adams Tours 

 
Tarrant Anderson 
Vans For Bands 

 
Alistair Wilson 
Wilson’s of Rhu 

 
Rebecca Chalk 
A B Coaches 

 
Paul Cartwright 
A & P Travel 

 
Ian Tetley 
Tetley’s 

 
Roger Bull 
R.B. Travel 

 
Kenny Tye 
T & C Travel 

 
Paul Lynn 
J & B Travel 

 
Nicola Reay 
Reays  

 
Andrew Richmond 
Richmonds  

 
Raymond Wilkinson 
Longstaffs Travel 

 
Ben Lawson 
Britannia Coaches 

 
Tom Pearce 
Tamar Coaches & Tours  

 
Colin Williams 
Pewsey Vale Coaches 

 
Martin Thomas 
Martin’s of Tysoe 

 
Adam Elliott 
Taylors Coach Travel 

 
Jerry Blackmore 
Highcliffe Coach Holidays 

 
Rob Ryder 
Summercourt Travel 

 
Chris Owens 
Alpine Travel 

 
Steve Hursthouse 
Real Coach Hire 

 
Colin Duncan 
Dunwood Travel 

 
 
Ian Almond 
Taunton School Enterprises 

 
 
John Shaw 
Harry Shaw 

 
 
Nikki Hughes 
Gwyn Jones Coaches 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Chris Coles 
Ride Kura 

A Gibbons 
Gibbons Coach Holidays 

Paul Mason 
JG Travel Group 

 
John Jones 
Minsterley Motors 

 
Clive Edwards 
Taf Valley Coaches 

 
Richard Gwynne 
Laguna Travel 

 
Mark Zimmermann 
James Bevan Coaches 

 
Mike Owen 
Owens of Oswestry 

 
Tom Murphy 
Ashwood Travel 

 
Hugh Franklin 
Cross County Coaches 

 
Nick Elgar 
Alansway Coaches 

 
Michelle Kerfoot-Higginson 
Voel Coaches 

 
Neal Hall 
Lakeside Coaches 

 
Julie Gofton 
Siesta International Holidays 

 
Nathan Hadley 
Prospect Coaches 

 
Kevin Legg 
Mystic Isle Travel 

 
Jim Hughes 
JH Coaches 

 
Michael Andrews 
Park’s of Hamilton 

 
Allan Holmes 
Alba Travel 

 
Anthony Vernon 
Smiths of Marple 

 
Chris Summerscales 
Premiere Travel 

 
James Clarke 
Clarkes Travel 

 
Kevin Wilde 
Mitcham Belle Coaches 

 
Neil Pegg 
City Circle UK 

 
Paul Targett 
Ellen Smith Tours 

 
Sue Viney 
Mullanys Coaches 

 
Craig Jackson 
Travelstar European 

 
Jonathon Harris 
Harris Executive Travel 

 
Tim Pow  
Berkeley Coach and Travel 

 
Candice Mason 
Masons Coach Hire  

 
Cliff Down 
C J Down Coaches  

 
Katrina Carroll 
Unicorn Travel  

 
Ian Phillips  
I & S Coaches 

 
 
 
 


